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▪ Governing, organization, and motivation 

▪ Overview of the Funding Landscape for research 

• European funding

• Danish private funding

• Danish public funding

▪ Exercise

▪ Tools and support at AU

▪ Q&A

- Tech Research Support (TRS)

- Torben: Social Science: 10 

Years at AU + government
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Light eller AU Passata Bold IMPORTANT ON PERSONAL LEVEL

Moving from abroad

• Meet obligations as a junior 

researcher

• Build up skill set – knowledge 

of funding and proposals 

one of them

• Funding bodies, cultural and 

legal differ from region to 

region
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Light eller AU Passata Bold FUNDING IMPORTANT FOR AU  

• External funding 3,1 of 8,3 mio.dkk of total revenue (37 %) 

• Large number of younger and international researchers at Tech – 124 

tenure track and 277 postdocs

https://i48.au.dk/fileadmin/www.international.au.dk/About_AU/Profile/About_AU/AU_key_statistics_2024/AU_Key_Statistics_2024_UK_010725_FINA

L-kombineret.pdf
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Light eller AU Passata Bold INFLUENCE OF PRIVATE FUNDING

• Public research funding has been stable, 

while private foundations have increased 
funding and now contribute more than public 

funders in Denmark.

• Greater external funding limits institutions’ 

financial and strategic autonomy, reducing 

their ability to prioritise research and 

research-based teaching.

• External public and private funding is 
concentrated in the same disciplines, 

primarily Natural Sciences, Technology, and 

Health.

• Across all funders, the top 20% of grant 

recipients receive about 75% of funding, 
illustrating the Matthew effect

Sources: DEA (2019). Koncentration af konkurrenceudsatte 

forskningsmidler. København: Tænketanken DEA 

Danmarks Forsknings- og Innovationspolitiske Råd (DFIR). 2020. 

Forskningsfinansiering – forandringer og konsekvenser. København: 

Uddannelses- og Forskningsministeriet.

Matthew effect: https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.1719557115
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Light eller AU Passata Bold PUBLIC FUNDING IN TRANSITION

• The Draghi Report warns that the EU faces a "slow 

agony" of economic decline, demanding urgent, 
radical structural reforms to close the innovation gap 

with the US and China, align decarbonisation with 

competitiveness, and enhance security.

• The direction of next program in light of geopolitics 

and low economic growth and the next Research 

Framework Program (start 2028) will have a large 
European Competiveness Fund

• In DK innovation is added as a core task of universities 

– adding to research, education, policy advice and 

dissimmination

Draghi report: https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/draghi-report_en

https://omnibus.au.dk/en/archive/show/artikel/klumme-ny-aftale-om-vidensbaseret-innovation-er-

et-stort-skulderklap-til-universiteterne

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/news-articles/news/artikel/strategi-2030-seks-udvalgte-

fokusomraader-giver-saerligt-strategisk-loeft-af-au
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Light eller AU Passata Bold AI CHANGES THINGS

https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-

screening-research-grant-proposals

• IFD: Many applicants already use AI tools 

to write, structure, and improve their 

applications.

• The result is often more streamlined and 
linguistically polished texts — but not 

necessarily better scientific content.

• “This shifts our expectations of what a 

“good” application looks like and 

introduces new demands on our 

evaluation criteria”

https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/r-d-funding/risks-and-benefits-ai-screening-research-grant-proposals


TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

FUNDING COORDINATOR - TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT
TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

Overskrift én linje

Light eller AU Passata Bold DANISH PUBLIC FUNDING FOR RESEARCH 
Prime Mininister - 

government

Ministry of Climate, Energy, and 
Utilities

EUDP

Danish Levy fonds

Research-based policy 
support (DCE)

Ministry of Environment

MUDP

Danish Levy fonds

Research-based policy 
support (DCE)

Ministry of Science, Innovation, 
and Higher Education

Innovation fond Denmark

Independent research fund 
Denmark

Danish National Research 
Foundation

Ministry of Agriculture, food, and 
Fisheries 

GUDP

ØUDP – Organic RDD

Plantefonden

Klimatiltags-programmet

Danish Levy fonds

Research-based policy 
support (DCA)

Ministry of Economic Affairs and 
the Interior

Regional funds

Clusters
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Light eller AU Passata Bold CHARACTERISTIC OF HORIZON EUROPE 
Pillar I - Bottom-up Pillar II - Top-down Pillar III - Commercialization

▪ Curiosity and discovery 

driven

▪ Often PI-driven

▪ Often fundamental research 

▪ Dissemination to peers 

important

▪ Think: Marie Curie

▪ Policy-driven

▪ Often applied or strategic 

research 

▪ Collaborative

▪ Impact very important

▪ Think:

▪ Sometimes policy driven, 

sometimes bottom-up

▪ Often/always collaboration 

with industry

▪ Commercialization, scale-up 

& implementation very 

important 

▪ Think: EIC – pathfinder 

project: BORN: BiObased 

theRmal-resistaNt food 

packaging

Source: https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en, https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101223095, Picture Marie Curie  and  own production  

https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101223095
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/how-marie-curie-brought-x-ray-machines-to-battlefield-180965240/
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DANISH PRIVATE FUNDING FOR RESEARCH 

• Grants in open competition

Vs.

• Stand-alone grants 
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THE IMPACT CHAIN - SCOPE

INPUT

-Resources     

-Funding          

-Expertise

-Time               

-Infrastructure

OUTPUT

Immediate 

direct results 

or products 

-Publications

-Prototypes  

-Patents        

-Datasets

TRANSFER

Dissemination 

or application 

of outputs  

-Workshops

-Stakeholder 

engagement

-Policy briefs

OUTCOME

Intermediate 

effects or 

changes 

resulting from 

transfer 

-Improved 

processes      

-Methods

-Capacity 

building

IMPACT

Broader, 

longer-term 

changes or 

benefits  

-Society         -

Environment 

-Economy

    Basic Research

Strategic research and development

Commercialization
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CAREER GRANTS
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Postdoc

• DFF-International Postdoctoral 

Grant 

• Marie Sklodowska-Curie

      Individual Fellowship

• IFD industrial post.doc.

• Carlsberg Fellowships 

• NNF Postdoc Grants

Starting

• Villum Young Investigator

• Sapere Aude: DFF-Starting 

Grant 

• ERC Starting Grant

• NNF Emerging Investigator

• Carlsberg Semper Ardens - 

Accelerate

Advancing

• Villum Investigator

• NNF Distinguished Inv.

• ERC Advanced Grant

• Carlsberg Semper Ardens - 

Advance
Consolidating

• NNF Ascending Investigator

• ERC Consolidator Grant

• Carlsberg Semper Ardens – 

Accomplish

• Villum Ascending 

investigator
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PLAN ACCORDING TO PH.D. AGE REQUIREMENTS
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Core of all starting grants
Research culture and leadership

Past performance
CV

Future plans
Project

Independent of person

Personal style

----------------------------------------------------------------
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RESEARCH LEADERSHIP IS ALSO… 
KNOWING WHO YOU NEED TO WORK WITH

MIT Collaborator

(Has instruments – will host PhD

  AU Collaborator 
 (has method expertise)

KU Collaborator 

(has samples)

   You
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Light eller AU Passata Bold HORIZON EUROPE

For support for Horizon Europe contact the AU Research Support Office (au.dk).

Today we are 

looking at career 

grants: 

• ERC

• Global 

Challenges

• EIC Pathfinder

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support
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Light eller AU Passata Bold ERC GRANTS

STARTING GRANT

Eligibility (PhD age): > 0 and ≤ 10 years

Budget: <= 1.5 mio EUR

Duration: 60 months

PI dedication: min. 50%

Deadline: Mid October

• Bottom up and PI driven the ERC is EU’s most 

prestigious research grant

• Assessed on the potential to resolve a mojor research 
question or a significant gap in a specific body of 

research.

• Part I of the Scientific Proposal 5 pages and Part II 7 

pages 

• Ressources: 
• https://enspire.science/erc-grant/

• https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-

and-collaboration/research-support/events-and-workshops

Source: https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/starting-grant#:~:text=How%20does%20the%20evaluation%20process,call's%20budget%20has%20been%20used.

https://enspire.science/erc-grant/
https://enspire.science/erc-grant/
https://enspire.science/erc-grant/
https://enspire.science/erc-grant/
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Light eller AU Passata Bold ERC PANEL STRUCTURE - 2024

• For each call there are 28 panels, each 

covering a sub-section of the 3 domains. 

• Each panel has a chair and 10-16 members. 

• Inspiration: 

• HEU dashboard for ERC

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c140622a-87e0-412e-8b29-9b5ddd857e13/sheet/61a0bd1d-cd6d-4ac8-8b55-80d8661e44c0/state/analysis
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c140622a-87e0-412e-8b29-9b5ddd857e13/sheet/61a0bd1d-cd6d-4ac8-8b55-80d8661e44c0/state/analysis
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Light eller AU Passata Bold HORIZON EUROPE – PILLAR II

Triple helix of innovation 
Main points on collaborative projects:

• Types and funding scheme:

o Research and Innovation Actions (RIA), 

o Innovation Actions (IA);

o Cooperation and support action (CSA)

• Top-down: Prioritized topics (work programmes)

• Funding: Defined by topic – duration is flexible.

• Consortium-based: 

o Min. 3 organisations in three different EU 

Member states/associated countries.

o Coordinator vs. partner

• Roles: 

o Work package

o Part of a team 
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Light eller AU Passata Bold EU FUNDING APPS - DATA-DRIVEN RESEARCH SUPPORT AT AU

▪ Home | AU EU Funding Digital Tools

▪ Connects researchers to Horizon Europe 

via Pure

▪ Webinar on this tool 16th April – see TRS 

website

https://funding-tools.au.dk/
https://funding-tools.au.dk/
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Light eller AU Passata Bold PILLAR III – INNOVATIVE EUROPE

▪ The main objective of the EIC Pathfinder is to develop the 

scientific basis for breakthrough technologies, advancing 

high-risk deep tech projects (TRL 1-4).

▪ A convincing long-term vision for a transformative 

technology with potential societal and economic impact.

▪ Concrete, novel and ambitious science-towards-

technology breakthrough, providing advancement 

towards the envisioned technology.

▪ Expected increase in funding in 2028-2035 

Innovayt's validation and support

▪ Support setup at Tech

▪ See Innovayt's this NEUROPIC case, 

EIC Pathfinder Open

https://innovayt.eu/cases/icmm/
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Sustainability
• Biomanufacturing
• Plant science 
• Agriculture
• Food
• Behaviour

30

NOVO NORDISK FOUNDATION 
Data Science 

with potential 
applications within 

health or 
sustainability 

Natural and Technical 
Sciences with potential 

applications within health or 
sustainability

Health & Medical Sciences 
• From molecule to (wo)man 
• Most open calls are disease agnostic

Education & Outreach
• From daycare to higher 

education
• Science in society

Large 
Collaborative 

Grants

Tandem

Challenge Programmes

Data Science Collaborative Research Projects

Interdisciplinary Synergy Programmes

Project Grants
Project Grants

Infrastructure 
Grants

Infrastructure Grants

Go to https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/ for full grant list

Innovation 
Grants

Innovation Grants

Research 
Career 

Programmes

Investigator GrantsNERD

Start Package Grants

Postdoc Fellowships BRIDGE

Laureate Research GrantsRECRUIT and Sabbatical Grants

IICT

Ph.D. 
fellowships Data Science Academy

Danish Cardiovascular Academy /
Danish Diabetes Academy

Dissemination Conferences, Symposia and Workshops

https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/grant/
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DEADLINE ETC. SEE TOOLS ON TRS WEBSITE

https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support

https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DANISH PRIVATE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

Basic research Strategic research Development
Commercialisation & 

implementation

Novo Nordisk Foundation:

- Project grants, 

- Exploratory Interdisciplinary Synergy 

Programme

- CORC

- Large equipment and facilities

- NERD

- Postdoc Fellowships

Novo Nordisk Foundation:

- Challenge program

Novo Nordisk Foundation: 

- Pioneer Innovator Grant

- BioInnovation Institute 

Foundation

Carlsberg Fonden: 

- Semper Ardens Advance

- Semper Ardens 

Accomplish

- Int. Fellowship

- Research infrastructure

Velux Foundation:

- Environment and Sustainability -

danish sea areas

Lundbeck:

- Lundbeck Foundation Start-Up 

Programme

Villum Fonden: 

- Villum Synergy, 

- Villum Young investigator

- Villum Ascending 

Investigator 

- Villum Investigator

- Villum Experiment

Poul Due Jensen

- Stand alone grant – EU water KIC

Today we are looking at 

career grants: 

• Novo Nordisk 

Foundation:

• Project grants

• NERD

• Villum Young

• Investigator

• Villum Experiment
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Light eller AU Passata Bold NNF NEW EXPLORATORY RESEARCH AND DISCOVERY (NERD)

Target 

group

The goal of the NERD programme is to support fundamental research within the 

natural and technical sciences, Researchers at any career stage after obtaining the 

PhD degree are eligible to apply.

​Purpose
Supporting a single PI with ample funding to explore truly exceptional ideas with 

potential application within the life sciences, health sciences, or sustainability.

​Call process

Two-stage process. At the first stage emphasis on the proposed scientific project, the 

the committee (here) only has access to the submitted project description. At the 

second stage, the committee will also consider the CV and publication list of each. 

​Budget and 

time

Total amount available for granting: DKK 116 million. NERD projects are is up to 7 

years, with a total grant size of up to DKK 16.6 million.

Eligibility

Projects focused on areas covered by other calls from the Novo Nordisk Foundation 

are not eligible. Examples of research areas NOT eligible are Industrial and 

environmental biotechnology, Plant science, agriculture, and food science 

Biotechnology. Please consult the NERD guidelines for other eligibility criteria here.

​Deadline
Recurring grant with one annual call, typically opening in November. Deadline 

February 2026. Announcement of results in June 2026.

Other AU hosts a yearly info-meeting with NNF. Follow the newsletter Insight Tech.

• Typical Pillar 1 - grant

• Tries to curb the Matthew effect

https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/committees/committee-for-the-natural-and-technical-sciences-2/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/app/uploads/Guidelines-NERD-Programme-2025.pdf


TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

FUNDING COORDINATOR - TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT
TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

Overskrift én linje

Light eller AU Passata Bold NNF PROJECT GRANTS - INDUSTRIAL BIOTECHNOLOGY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

Target group

Applications are invited for project grants to support excellent research within industrial biotechnology and environmental biotechnology.

Projects must be based at a university or research institution in Scandinavia. Career stage can be either established/prof., junior/non-tenured

or mid-career/associate prof.

Purpose

The proposed research must address major challenges within Industrial Biotechnology and Environmental Biotechnology, with a strategic

perspective addressing major research questions within these fields. The research should be fundamental in character but have a strategic

outlook to scaling potential(s), contribute to sustainability and, if relevant, increase productivity.

Call process

One annual call, typically recurring in June. Deadline September. One stage process using the NNF’s application system.

It is the Committee on Industrial Biotechnology and Environmental Biotechnology who review the applications. For more information on the 

call process, templates, assessment etc. see the call webpage here or the application guidelines here.

Budget and time
Total funding of the call: DKK 40 million. Grant period can be from 1 to 3 years. The total grant amount is up to DKK 4.3 million for a 3-year 

grant. 

Applicant

As the grant does not cover salary of the grantee, the applicant must be guaranteed their own salary for the entire project period. In addition 

to the main applicant, applications may include one or more co-applicants who contribute scientifically to the project and will receive a 

financial share of the grant.

Deadline One annual call, typically recurring in June. Deadline September. One stage process using the NNF’s application system..

Basic research Strategic research Development
Commercialisation & 

implementation

Novo Nordisk Foundation:

- Project grants, 

- Exploratory Interdisciplinary Synergy 

Programme

- CORC

- Large equipment and facilities

- NERD

- Postdoc Fellowships

Good example 

of fundamental 

research as 

prerequisite for 

scaling up

https://novonordiskfonden.dk/en/committees/komite-for-industriel-bioteknologi-og-miljoebioteknologi/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/grant/project-grants-for-research-within-industrial-biotechnology-and-environmental-biotechnology-2025/
https://novonordiskfonden.dk/app/uploads/Guidelines_Project-grants_Industrial-Biotechnology-and-Environmental-Biotechnology_2025_v1.pdf


Today we are looking at 

career grants: 

• Villum Experiment

• Villum Young investigator
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Light eller AU Passata Bold VILLUM EXPERIMENT
Target group

Employees hosted at a Danish University who holds a PhD degree. Topics must be within technical and 

natural sciences (excluding health and veterinary research). The research can be curiosity-driven or 

aiming at societal challenges. Single applicant, no co-applicants.

​Purpose

To support untested potential breakthrough ideas by providing grants suitable for an explorative phase. 

The application and evaluation processes underpin ideas in their early phase and aim to facilitate 

unconventional thinking. It gives an opportunity for high-risk, high-reward ideas in their early stages, 

without the pressure of showcasing prior credentials.

​Call process

Two-stage process: Stage 1 – Expression of interest:. The foundation will draw 350 entries randomly from 

the pool of expressions of interest to move forward to stage 2.

Stage 2 – Full application: The panel members do not see the CVs or support letters and do not know 

the identities of the applicants. See the full selection/assessment process here. See the call 

webpage here.

​Budget and time The maximum grant amount is DKK 2.5 million for a period of up to two years.

​Application
Full proposal. Max. 10,000 characters incl. spaces. To preserve anonymity, it is important that you remove 

all personal information from the file names and metadata of the proposal and the budget.

​Deadline
Deadline for submission of expressions of interest (1. Stage) is January 2026. 

Deadline for submission of a full application (2. Stage) is March 2026

​News

The two-stage process was an important change in the Villum Experiment 2025 call and is an 

experiment. This change aims to streamline the process, reduce the workload for researchers and 

evaluators, and ensure a higher success rate for applicants. 

• Typical Pillar 1 -

grant

• Tries to curb the 

Matthew effect

https://aarhusuniversitet.sharepoint.com/sites/TECHTechResearhSupport/Delte%20dokumenter/General/SharePoint/Call%20udkast/Villum/(see%20the%20full%20selection%20process%20here):
https://villumfonden.dk/en/group/channel/villum-experiment-2025
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Light eller AU Passata Bold VILLUM YOUNG INVESTIGATOR

Target group

Younger, talented researcher with a PhD age between 2-8 years. Topics must be within technical and natural 

sciences (excluding health and veterinary research). Applicants are typically experienced postdoctoral 

researchers, assistant professors, or associate professors. The grant can also be used as a recruitment grant of 

international researchers to a Danish university.

​Purpose

To support promising young research leaders establishing their first research group. The grant is expected to be a 

‘defining grant’ which allows the grantee to demonstrate independent leadership in science. Proposals must have 

a clearly defined research goal, that justifies a research group made up of at least two researchers in addition to 

the grant holder/PI (PhD student or postdoc).

​Call process

Two-step selection process: Step 1: The Villum Young Investigator committee evaluates the applications and 

decides which applicants should be invited for an interview in Step 2. More info here. 

• In April 2026 the Faculties of Technical and Natural Sciences host an information meeting on VYI. Sign up here: 

https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator

​Budget and 
time

Researchers already established at a Danish research institution can apply for up to DKK 8 million apply for a 

maximum of DKK 10 million if coming in from abroad. 5 years projects. 

Applicant
Applicants are not eligible if they have received another starting grant. Applicants may apply for a total of two 

times. 

​Deadline
June 2026. Applicants proceeding for interviews will be notified in October 2026. TRS will host mock interviews 

for invited TECH applicants in October 2026. 

• Typical PI – grant

• Event on 14. April 

look at TRS website

• Also, forthcoming 

event on Sapere 

Aude in May

https://villumfonden.dk/en/group/channel/villum-young-investigator-0
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
https://event.au.dk/events/information-meeting-villum-young-investigator
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DANISH PUBLIC FUNDING LANDSCAPE
Basic research Strategic research Development

Commercialisation & 
implementation

Public 

sector 

system

Independent Research Fund Denmark

- DFF-Research Project1 and 2

- Sapere Aude: DFF-Research Leader

- DFF– Inge Lehmann

- DFF Thematic Research

- DFF International Postdoc

Innovation Fund Denmark

- Grand Solutions

- Innomissions

- Industrial PhD and postdoc

- InnoExplorer

Danish National Research 

Foundation

Development and demonstration programmes (MUDP, GUDP, VUDP, 

EUDP, Plantefonden…)

Danish Levy Funds

(Promilleafgiftsfonden, Kvægafgiftsfonden, etc.)

Market Development Fund

Danish Growth Fund

Innovation Incubators

Business Development 

Centres

Today we look at: 

• DFF Independent 

research funding 

Denmark, 

o Research Project 1

o Thematic research 

• Innovation Fund Denmark

o Grand Solutions 

etc.

• The ‘Development and 

demonstration programs’

o GUDP
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DFF RESEARCH PROJECT 1

Target 
group

To support Danish research continued development within independent, researcher-initiated 

research. Candidates must possess independent research experience (PhD age min. 3 

years). The call is open to projects within all fields of research. 

​Purpose
DFF1 is a project grant and aims at advancing the quality of Danish research. The projects 

are often characterized by clear and well-defined problem statements, where the research 

activities are expected to be of high international quality.

​Call process

Applications for DFF-Research Project 1 are not submitted for external review unless special 

circumstances apply.

For more information on the call process, templates, requirements etc. see the call webpage 

here or the call text here.

​Budget and 
time

Up to 3 years in duration with the possibility of a fourth year if the project includes a PhD 

student. A budgetary framework up to DKK 2.550.000 million excluding 

overhead/administration expenses.

Overhead for universities is 44%.

​Applicant
Previous results will be assessed in relation to the candidate's career path, and in relation to 

the scientific challenges of the applied for project.

​Deadline 12 May 2026 kl. 12.00 (noon). Expected announcement on result in September 2026.

• Typical Pillar 1 – grant

• PI-driven and bottom-

up

https://dff.dk/en/apply-for-funding/see-what-you-can-apply-for/current-funding-opportunities/instruments/2026/maj/dff-research-project1-f26/
https://dff.dk/en/apply-for-funding/see-what-you-can-apply-for/current-funding-opportunities/instruments/2026/maj/dff-research-project1-f26/
https://dff.dk/media/1yjno2gi/call-for-proposals-for-independent-research-2026.pdf
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DFF – THEMATIC GREEN RESEARCH

Target group

Researchers who have obtained a PhD, working with green, independent and curiosity-driven 

research. DFF emphasizes that the call encompasses the possibility for research within and across all 

main research disciplines. 

Budget and 

time

Total budget for granting: DKK 148.4 million.

Up to DKK 5 million pr. grant for a period up to 5 years excluding overhead/administration 

expenses.

Overhead for universities is 44%.

Applicant/appli

cation

The project must be led by an applicant and a named Co-PI and must include collaboration 

between researchers from at least two different research institutions.

The following theme-specific requirements apply to your application:

• Your application must include at least one PhD student or postdoctoral candidate.

• In the appendix to your project description, you must account for the ways in which your 

application can contribute to the thematic topics and how your application supports career 

development for the growth layer in Danish research.

Call process

The applicatons for the thematic research theme will be assessed by the DFF Thematic Research 

committee – Independent green research. The committee members will be available at the DFF 

page here before deadline. In some cases, the fund also makes use of external review.

For more information on guidelines, templates, assessment etc. see the or the Green call text here.

Deadline 2 June 2026. Recurring once a year. 

Thematic Arctic 

research, a comparable 

grant. Deadline 02. 

September 2026

also

Thematic Research on 

artificial intelligence on 

02. June 2026

Find them here: 

https://dff.dk/media/4f

mdkmuj/call-for-

proposals-thematic-

research-2026-2029.pdf

Note: Collaborative and 

thematic, but still curiosity –

driven. 

https://dff.dk/en/about-the-fund/independent-research-fund-denmark/organisation/thematic-research-expert-committees/
https://dff.dk/en/apply-for-funding/see-what-you-can-apply-for/current-funding-opportunities/instruments/2026/juni/green-research-2026/
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
https://dff.dk/media/4fmdkmuj/call-for-proposals-thematic-research-2026-2029.pdf
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Light eller AU Passata Bold INDEPENDENT RESEARCH FUND DENMARK
DFF-Research Project1 DFF-Research 

Project2

Sapere Aude: DFF 

Research Leader

DFF-International 

Postdoctoral Grant

DFF Thematic 

Green Research

Deadline 12 May 2026 7 October 2026 7 October 2026 5 November 2026 2 june 2026

Budget (excl. 

OH)

Up to DKK 2,55 million Between DKK 2,5 –

4,4  million

Up to DKK 4,4 

million

Up to DKK 1,5 

million + family

Up to DKK 5

Applicant 

requirements

Possess independent 

research experience 

corresponding to at 

least 3 years after 

having obtained a PhD 

degree (or equivalent 

qualifications)

Possess independent 

research experience 

at a high 

international level, 

and obtained the 

PhD (or equivalent 

qualifications), at last 

8 years before the 

expiration of the 

application deadline

PhD age within the 

last 3-8 years (or 

equivalent 

qualifications); 

original research at 

a high, international 

level; management 

experience and 

mobility is a plus

PhD awarded from 

a Danish institution 

within 3 years (or 

completion up to 

12 months after 

the application 

deadline)

The research 

project must be 

run by multiple 

researchers, 

including both an 

applicant and a 

Co-PI.

Length of 

project

Typically, 3 years Up to 4,5 years Up to 4 years 2 years Up to 5 years

Success rate 

(2024) 

12,6 % 9,5 % 11,3 % 15,6 % 13 %
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DANISH PUBLIC FUNDING LANDSCAPE
Basic research Strategic research Development

Commercialisation & 
implementation

Public 

sector 

system

Independent Research Fund Denmark

- DFF-Research Project1 and 2

- Sapere Aude: DFF-Research Leader

- DFF– Inge Lehmann

- DFF Thematic Research (1 and 2)

- DFF International Postdoc

Innovation Fund Denmark

- Grand Solutions

- Innomissions

- Industrial PhD and postdoc

- InnoExplorer

- Innobooster

Danish National Research 

Foundation

Development and demonstration programmes (MUDP, GUDP, VUDP, 

EUDP, Plantefonden and many more…)

Danish Levy Funds

(Promilleafgiftsfonden, Kvægafgiftsfonden, etc.)

Market Development Fund

Danish Growth Fund

Innovation Incubators

Business Development 

Centres

Today we look at: 

• GUDP

The ‘Development and 

demonstration programs’ 

UDP’s in Danish
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Light eller AU Passata Bold
GUDP (GRØNT UDVIKLINGS- OG DEMONSTRATIONS PROGRAM)

Target group
Enterprises, including SMEs, and research institutions with green and innovative projects related to the 

Danish food sector and projects with a TRL at 4-8.

​Purpose

GUDP supports projects that promote innovation and development in food, agriculture, fisheries, and 

aquaculture. The program aims to support environmentally and economically sustainable production, 

growth and jobs, organic market development, and improvements in climate, environment, nature, animal 

welfare, and food safety.

​Call Process

GUDP has two annual ordinary application rounds. GUDP offers the possibility to review a project idea and 

see if it’s eligible for funding. For more information read here. 

The action plan for 2026 and the strategy sets the framework for which projects will be prioritized in this 

year's application rounds. In 2026 the board will focus on projects that work on reducing the climate 

impact of production and the reduction of nitrogen in the environment. The 2026 action plan is 

available here and the 2023-2027 strategy here. 

​Budget and 
time

Total amount allocated for the 2026 Round 1: DKK 100 million. Grants can be applied for development and 

demonstration projects, with or without a research component, lasting up to 4 years, and with a total grant 

ranging from 0.25 to 15 million DKK. Network projects can receive funding for 50% of eligible expenses. 

Grants can be sought for establishing networks lasting 1-2 years, with a total grant ranging from 0.25 to 2 

million DKK.

Overhead is 44% for universities. GUDP covers 50-90% of the eligible costs for research and knowledge 

institutions, depending on the type of activity. 

​Applicant No specific criterions. Focus is on the project idea.

Application

It is important to describe and substantiate in your application the effects you expect from your project, i.e., 

also when you expect this effect to occur. Please note that Innovation Fund Denmark evaluates the 

scientific research component within a project. 

​Deadline 19. februar 2026 kl. 12.00. 2 rounds per year – next in august

- Collaborative oriented

- Pillar 2 and pillar 3 

hybrid

- thematic calls but 

broad in scope

https://gudp.dk/vejledning/egner-mit-projekt-sig
https://gudp.dk/Media/639014859989511826/GUDP_Handlingsplan_2026.pdf
https://gudp.dk/Media/638695185483674053/GUDP-strategi%202023-2027.pdf
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DANISH PUBLIC FUNDING LANDSCAPE
Basic research Strategic research Development

Commercialisation & 
implementation

Public 

sector 

system

Independent Research Fund Denmark

- DFF-Research Project1 and 2

- Sapere Aude: DFF-Research Leader

- DFF– Inge Lehmann

- DFF Thematic Research (1 and 2)

- DFF International Postdoc

Innovation Fund Denmark

- Grand Solutions

- Innomissions

- Industrial PhD and postdoc

- InnoExplorer

- Innobooster

Danish National Research 

Foundation

Development and demonstration programmes (MUDP, GUDP, VUDP, 

EUDP, Plantefonden and many more…)

Danish Levy Funds

(Promilleafgiftsfonden, Kvægafgiftsfonden, etc.)

Market Development Fund

Danish Growth Fund

Innovation Incubators

Business Development 

Centres

Today we look at: 

• Grand Solutions

• Industrial Researcher

• Innomission

• Innobooster

For support for Horizon Europe contact the AU Research Support Office (au.dk).

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support
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Light eller AU Passata Bold GRAND SOLUTIONS SET-UP

- Collaborative oriented

- Pillar 2 and pillar 3 

hybrid

- thematic calls but 

broad in scope
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Light eller AU Passata Bold GRAND SOLUTIONS THEMES
• Forskningsreserven grows from 5,465 to 6,285 MDKK

• Innovation Fund Denmark will have large increases 

in funding

• Grand solutions CALL THEMES 2026

o Critical and digital technologies (incl. nuclear 

power)

o Green research, technology and innovation

o Life science and welfare technology

o Quantum Technologies

o Biotechnology and biosolutions

o Space technology

o Artificial Intelligence

o Defence

• Grand solution is two-phased, beginning with a 

Letter of Interest (= 8000 char.)

• Deadline March 2026 for phase 1.

• RSO hosts workshop:  
https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-

collaboration/research-support/events-and-workshops
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Light eller AU Passata Bold INNOMISSIONS

• The 4 Innomission

missions run 

independently

• Please visit the 

respective websites for 

more information.

• Collaborative oriented

• Pillar 2 and pillar 3 

hybrid



TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

FUNDING COORDINATOR - TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT
TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

Overskrift én linje

Light eller AU Passata Bold DANISH PUBLIC FUNDING LANDSCAPE
Basic research Strategic research Development

Commercialisation & 
implementation

Public 

sector 

system

Innovation Fund Denmark

- Grand Solutions

- Innomissions

- Industrial PhD and postdoc

- InnoExplorer

- Innobooster

For support for Horizon Europe contact the AU Research Support Office (au.dk).

• Success = industry 

collaboration 

• A Pillar 3 perspective

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support


TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

FUNDING COORDINATOR - TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT
TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

Ændr 2. linje eller ord til

AU Passata Bold

TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY FUNDING COORDINATOR – TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

EXERCISE



TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

FUNDING COORDINATOR - TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT
TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

Overskrift én linje

Light eller AU Passata Bold FUNDING PLAN QUESTIONS

Research goals:

▪ What are my research goals, where do I want to be with the research in X years?

▪ Do I need to publish more? Do I need to supervise more?

▪ Do I want to start my own research group? Or do I want to do more collaborative research? 

▪ Which activities should be prioritized the coming years? 

​ Funding needs: 

▪ Financing PhD’s and Post.docs?

▪ Financing lab?

▪ Collaborations (International? Cross-disciplinary?) 

▪ Collaborative projects? 

▪ Data? 

▪ Equipment? 
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Horizon Europe Danish Foundations American Public 

Foundations

Other Foundations

European Research Council (ERC)

• Starting Grant

• Consolidator Grant

• Advanced Grant

• Proof of Concept

• Synergy Grant

Innovationsfonden (IFD)

• Grand Solutions

• InnoMissions

National Institutes of 

Health (NIH)

Nordforsk

• Research Collaboration 

Projects

Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (MSCA)

• Doctoral Network

• Postdoctoral Fellowship

Danmarks Grundforskningsfond (DG)

• Centre of Excellence

National Science 

Foundation (NSF)

Global Challenges and European Industrial 

Competitiveness

• Clusters

• Missions

• Partnerships

Forskningsfaglige udvalg for 

Udviklingsforskning (FFU/Danida)

• Research Collaboration Projects

Office of Naval Research 

(ONR)

European Innovation Council (EIC)

• Pathfinder

Widening Participation and Strengthening the 

Europaen Research Area (WIDERA)

• Widening Participation and Spreading 

Excellence
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Light eller AU Passata Bold FUNDS SUPPORTED AT THE TECH FACULTY

Horizon Europe Danish Foundations American Public 

Foundations

Other Foundations

Danmarks Frie Forskningsfond (DFF)

Innovationsfonden – alle opslag på nær 

Grand Solution og Innomissions 

Grønt Udviklings- og 

Demonstrationsprogram (GUDP) 

Miljøteknologisk Udviklings- og 

Demonstrationsprogram (MUDP)

Energiteknologisk Udviklings- og 

Demonstrationsprogram (EUDP)

Novo Nordisk Fonden 

Lundbeckfonden

Villumfonden

Carlsbergfondet

Veluxfonden 

And others (Danish) foundations

... and EDF, LIFE, 
Interreg, DEP 

etc.
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Light eller AU Passata Bold DEADLINE ETC. SEE TOOLS ON TRS WEBSITE

https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support

https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
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Light eller AU Passata Bold RESEARCH COORDINATORS

Please go to our website: https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support

https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
https://tech.medarbejdere.au.dk/en/tech-research-support
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Light eller AU Passata Bold RESEARCH SUPPORT OFFICE

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-

collaboration/research-support/contact

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support/contact
https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support/contact
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https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support/contact
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https://medarbejdere.au.dk/en/administration/research-support-and-collaboration/research-support/contact


TORBEN JUUL CLASSEN

FUNDING COORDINATOR - TECH RESEARCH SUPPORT
TECHNICAL SCIENCES

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

WEBINAR: INTRODUCTION TO THE FUNDING LANDSCAPE

09-04-2026

Overskrift én linje

Light eller AU Passata Bold NAT-TECH FINANCE

https://medarbejdere.au.dk/administration/oekonomi/oekonomi-paa-fakulteterne/nat-

tech-oekonomi/kontaktinformation/kontaktpersoner-i-nat-tech-oekonomi
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